
9TH EUROPEAN CONFERENCE ON SCIENTIFIC DIVING | AZORES, PONTA DELGADA

PROGRAMME
15 - 16 JUNE 2026

WELCOME DAY & CONFERENCE DAY 1

15 JUNE 2026 WELCOME DAY

17:30–19:30 REGISTRATION & ICEBREAKER

16 JUNE 2026 CONFERENCE DAY 1

08:30–09:00 CHECK-IN/REGISTRATION

09:00–09:30 OPENING SESSION

09:30–10:10 Keynote lecture Diving in the Mesophotic Forests: Ecology and Conservation of Black Corals in the Canary Island
Francisco Otero-ferrer – University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria

10:10– 12:30 SESSION MARINE BIOLOGY & ECOLOGY

Talk 1
10:10–10:25

Forests Beneath Arctic Water: Benthic Ecosystem Functioning in a Warming Fiord
Marta Ronowicz – Institute of Oceanology Polish Academy of Sciences

Talk 2 
10:25–10:40

Antagonistic Effects of Epibiota on Chronic Experimental Artificial Light at Night (ALAN) Exposure in 
Cymodocea nodosa
Davide De Battisti – University of Padova

Talk 3
10:40–10:55

Climate-driven Community Shifts Reshape Productivity and Carbon Uptake in Marine Forests
Bianca Reis – Interdisciplinary Centre of Marine and Environmental Research (Porto)

10:55–11:15 Coffee Break 

Talk 4
11:15–11:30

Role of Underwater Kelp Forests and Seabird-derived Subsidies in Shaping Benthic Communities
Piotr Balazy – Institute of Oceanology Polish Academy of Sciences

Talk 5 
11:30–11:45

Assessing Shallow Reef Resilience in a Changing Environment
Leda Liyue Cai – Cyprus Marine & Maritime Institute - CMMI

Talk 6
11:45–12:00

Long-term Trends in Eudendrium Racemosum (Cavolini 1785) in the Adriatic Sea
Veronica Marchesi – Polytechnic University of Marche

Talk 7 
12:00–12:15

Standardized in situ Assessments Reveal Spatial Patterns of Sponge Assemblages in the Greek Seas
Thanos Dailianis – Hellenic Centre for Marine Research

Talk 8 
12:15–12:30

Early Stages in the Formation of Mesophotic Bryo-constructions (MBC)
Cristina Di Camillo – Marche Polytechnic University

12:30–13:30 Lunch Break

13:30–14:10 Keynote lecture Into the Dark: Scientific Diving as a Window into the Biodiversity, Ecology, and Conservation of 
Yucatan’s Anchialine Cenotes
Nuno Simões – UMDI-Sisal, Facultad de Ciencias, UNAM

14:10– 15:40 SESSION METHODS & TECHNOLOGY I

Talk 1
14:10–14:25

Automation of Underwater Population Assessment of the Protected Species Lobelia dortmanna Using 
Neural Networks and Diving-based Survey Methods
Mateusz Draga – Department of Hydrobiology, Institute of Environmental Biology, Faculty of Biology, 
Adam Mickiewicz University

Talk 2 
14:25–14:40

Combining Scientific Diving, eDNA and Metabolism to Assess Coastal Urbanization Impacts on Benthic 
Communities
Giada Riva – University of Padova

Talk 3
14:40–14:55

Determining the True Depth Limits of Benthic Vegetation Using Experimental Substrate Deployment in 
the NE Baltic Sea
Hanna-eliisa Luts – Estonian Marine Institute

Talk 4 
14:55–15:10

From Fins to Findings: Microsent as a Platform for Diving-based Microbial M
Clara Loureiro – Institute of Marine Sciences OKEANOS

Talk 5 
15:10–15:25

Automated Species Identification and Metric Length Estimation from Monocular Underwater Video
Pietro Piancatelli – University of Padova

Talk 6 
15:25–15:40

Characterizing Underwater Soundscapes in a Large Lake: First Results from the ACOULAC Project
Stephan Jacquet – National Research Institute for Agriculture, Food and Environment

16:00–16:30 Coffee Break 

16:30–17:30 POSTER SESSION
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9TH EUROPEAN CONFERENCE ON SCIENTIFIC DIVING | AZORES, PONTA DELGADA

PROGRAMME
17 JUNE 2026

CONFERENCE DAY 2

17 JUNE 2026 CONFERENCE DAY 2

09:00–09:40 Keynote lecture A Professional Scientific Dive Centre in a Recreational Diving Legislation
Diogo Paulo – Scientific Dive Centre, Centre of Marine Sciences (Algarve)

09:40–12:15 SESSION METHODS & TECHNOLOGY II

Talk 1
09:40–09:55

Scaling Up Seagrass Mapping in Ria Formosa: Hybrid Methodology for Subtidal Seagrass Mapping: 
Combining Scientific Diving and Aerial Drones
Guilherme Contente Rosado – Centre of Marine Sciences (Algarve)

Talk 2 
09:55–10:10

An Integrated Stereophotogrammetric and Colorbalanced 3D Reconstruction for Coralreef 
Investigation
Alessandro Capra – University of Modena and Reggio Emilia

Talk 3
10:10–10:25

A New Monitoring Technique for Protected Species
Georgios Chatzigeorgiou – Hellenic Centre for Marine Research - Institute of Oceanography

10:25–10:45 Coffee Break 

Talk 4
10:45–11:00

Upscaling Transplant Methods of Subtidal Seagrass in Southern Portugal
João Pedro Da Silva Encarnacao – CCMAR, University of Algarve

Talk 5 
11:00–11:15

Integrating Remote Sensing and Diver-based Ground-truthing to Assess Native Oyster (Ostrea edulis) 
Reef Condition for Conservation and Restoration
Tiffany Monfort – ATU - Atlantic Technological University - Galway

Talk 6
11:15–11:30

Underwater Infrastructure Inspection: the Cooperation Between Scientific Divers and Autonomous 
Robots
Richard Vinzenz Gruhn – Scientific Diving Center, TU Bergakademie Freiberg

Talk 7 
11:30–11:45

Cross-realm Canopy Science: Translating Terrestrial Forest Methods to Marine Animal Forests
Torcuato Pulido Mantas – Universit Politecnica delle Marche

Talk 8 
11:45–12:00

Methods to Monitor Native Oyster Reef Restoration in the Mediterranean Sea
Massimo Ponti – University of Bologna

Talk 9
12:00–12:15

From Visual Census to Virtual Reality: a Decade of Surveys, Studies and Innovation in Mare-Madeira 
Scientific Diving Program
Susanne Schafer – MARE Madeira/Arditi

12:30–13:30 Lunch Break

13:30–14:10 Keynote lecture Using Volcanic CO2 Vents and Warming Hotspots to Study the Effects of Climate Change on Fishes 
and Marine Ecosystems in situ
Ivan Nagelkerken – School of Biological Sciences, Adelaide University

14:10–15:40 SESSION GEOLOGICAL, VOLCANIC AND SUBTERRANEAN SYSTEMS

Talk 1 
14:25–14:40

Environmental Inventory of Mercury (Hg) for Three Marine Shallow Water Hydrothermal Systems
Thomas Pichler – Universitt Bremen

Talk 2
14:10–14:25

Underwater Geomorphological Formation Research in the Eastern Baltic Sea
Ieva Barda – Latvian Institute of Aquatic Ecology

Talk 3
14:40–14:55

Charting the Macaronesian Void: a Baseline for the Volcanic Marine Caves of the Canary Islands
Yeray Gonzalez-marrero – University of La Laguna

Talk 4 
14:55–15:10

Scientific Diving Survey of the Biological and Hydrological Features of Sinkholes in the Salento 
Peninsula (southern Italy)
Michele Onorato – Universit degli Studi di Bari Aldo Moro - Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra e 
Geoambientali

Talk 5 
15:10–15:25

From the Deep to the Cave: Unexpected Strongholds of Rock Sponges
Vasilis Gerovasileiou – Ionian University

Talk 6 
15:25–15:40

The Use of Biodegradable Mats in Lake Restoration: Divers Saving Lakes
Nadia Golinska – Adam Mickiewicz University

16:00–16:30 Coffee Break 
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18 - 19 JUNE 2026

CONFERENCE DAY 3 & FIELD ACTIVITIES AND OPEN DAY

18 JUNE 2026 CONFERENCE DAY 3

09:00–09:40 Keynote lecture Visual Documentation in Scientific Diving: an Essential Tool for Marine Biodiversity Research and 
Conservation
Sylvie Dias – Underwater Videographer and Photographer

09:40–14:55 SESSION CITIZEN SCIENCE, HUMAN FACTORS & SAFETY

Talk 1
09:40–09:55

Elasmobase Azores Project: Integrating Underwater Visual Census on Recreational Diving to Monitor 
Elasmobranch Populations
Fatima Perez Neira – Elasmobase Azores - Independent Research Project

Talk 2 
09:55–10:10

Fear or Fascination? a Close Eye on Sharks and Rays Encounters in Their Migratory Pathways Across 
the Globe
Martina Gaglioti – IUCN/ Sharkvoice

Talk 3
10:10–10:25

Impact of Recreational Diving on Marine Ecosystems: Contributions Towards Sustainable 
Management
Claudia Luisa Salvador Hipólito – University of Algarve

10:25–10:45 Coffee Break 

Talk 4
10:45–11:00

25 Years of Occupational Scientific Diving at the Institute of Natural Sciences of Brussels
Alain Norro – Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences

Talk 5 
11:00–11:15

Equipping the Diver, Empowering the Science: How the Dive-reporter Digital Platform Is Enhancing
Marine Biodiversity Monitoring
João Gama Monteiro – Universidade da Madeira, Faculdade de Ciencias da Vida, MAREMadeira/ ARDIT

Talk 6
11:15–11:30

Integrating Reef Check Underwater Visual Census and Video-based Transects: Methodological 
Implications for Long-term Reef Monitoring
Eva Turicchia – University of Bologna

Talk 7 
11:30–11:45

Interdisciplinary Research as a Key Driver of Innovation in Scientific Diving
Thomas Grab – TU Bergakademie Freiberg

Talk 8 
11:45–12:00

Take It or Leave It: a Science-based Tool to Guide Ghost Gear Removal
Camilla Roveta – Universit Politecnica delle Marche

12:30–13:30 Lunch Break

13:30–14:10 Keynote lecture Diving Accident Referral Pathway (Green Way) of Hospital do Divino Espírito Santo (HDES)
Paula Ferreira – Hyperbaric and Underwater Medicine Unit, Hospital do Divino Espírito Santo, Ponta 
Delgada, Azores, Portugal

Talk 9 
14:10–14:25

Building a University Scientific Diving Training Scheme in Greece: the Case of the Science Diver: 
Introduction to Scientific Diving Training Program in the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
Kimon Papadimitriou – Aristotle Univeristy of Thessaloniki

Talk 10
14:25–14:40

Risk Analysis, Human Factors and Other Components of a Work Method Statement Document Applied 
to In-situ Sampling of an Offshore North Sea Wind Park
Alain Norro – Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences

Talk 11 
14:40–14:55

(Re)breathing Forests: Using Closed Circuit Rebreathers to Study Mesophotic Kelp in the Azores
David Milla Figueras – Institute of Marine Sciences OKEANOS

15:00–16:30 ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION - “SCIENTIFIC DIVING, SAFETY AND CERTIFICATION”

16:30–17:00 Coffee Break 

17:00 MOVIE SESSION “THE ISLAND OF GIANTS” – Nuno Sá

19 JUNE 2026 FIELD ACTIVITIES AND OPEN DAY

09:00–17:00 FIELD DEMONSTRATION (VALTAMER TABLET)/OPEN DAY
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